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The Pearl Merchant
By Nigel Camac

Bible ref.
Matthew 13: 45-46
Cast

Shop assistant
Merchant
Time

5 minutes

Set

A few trestles


Other items from a shop counter

Props

Pearls of all shapes and varieties



Paperwork
Large bag (apparently stuffed with pearls)


1 large pearl-like ball

Lighting
Dependent upon environment, but certainly not anything fancy.

Sound
Again dependent upon environment. Preferably, the skit would appear more natural with reliance on voice projection not microphones.

Costumes
Both actors should be smartly dressed. 
Script
Shop assistant is standing behind desk sorting paperwork. Merchant enters, carrying a large bag over his shoulder. He is looking at the various pearls around the showroom.

Assistant
Can I help you?

Merchant
Just looking. (The Merchant picks up a pearl and casts a critical eye on it. The shop assistant notices.)

Assistant
(Clears their throat to get merchant’s attention) Are you a merchant by any chance?

Merchant
Why yes, how did you know?

Assistant
I couldn’t help but notice the way you examined that pearl. Do you have many?
Merchant
Yes many pearls. (Indicates the bag)
Assistant
So, why look for more?
Merchant
(Depressed) I’m looking for that perfect….(Merchant notices another pearl and is awestruck. He goes slowly over to it) It’s perfect.
(He picks it up and feels it’s weight) Just perfect!
(He looks at it very closely) Exquisite.

Assistant
Would you like to add it to your collection?

Merchant
(On hearing the assistant he clutches the pearl to his chest) N…no.

Assistant
But, you obviously can see it’s value…..

Merchant
No, you misunderstand me. This is the only pearl I need. I won’t be adding it to my collection, this pearl will be my only treasure.

Assistant
Well yes, it is quite valuable. I dare say you won’t have much left after buying it.
Merchant
I’ll trade everything I own to purchase this one pearl.
Assistant
(Shocked) What, you’ll give up all your other pearls?

Merchant
They’re rubbish to me now. (Merchant goes up to the counter and drops a large bag beside it) 
The assistant walks off happily with the bag of pearls.

Merchant is ecstatic. He joyfully looks at the pearl in his hands.

Merchant
I’ve found it! I’ve finally found what I’ve been looking for! (He leaves the stage joyfully).
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