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Bible ref.
Luke 24:13-32

Note
Whilst I have used creative license in writing this play, its framework is grounded in Luke 24:13-32. Particularly at the beginning, fictional dialogue is used heavily, but in much of the latter half, I have endeavoured to use the actual Bible text. (I have used two versions; the Living Bible and the New American Standard Bible). In some instances the words have been slightly altered for one of two reasons. Firstly some Scripture has been modified to keep the identity of Jesus a secret until the end of the play (seeing the events as Cleopas and his companion did). Secondly, modifications have been made to assist in the audience’s ease of comprehension. The first line by the Narrator is a good example. Here, for example, the Scripture reads: “That same day, Sunday…” which obviously does not make a lot of sense to an audience to whom no former information has been given.

Cast

Narrator



Cleopas



Cleopas’ companion



Jesus

Time

7 minutes approximately

Props

A few partitions to make the walls of a room.



3 chairs



A table



A loaf of bread

Costumes
Preferably robes with loose sleeves, so that when Jesus is recognised, Cleopas and his companion can easily hide Jesus with their arms extended

Lighting
Minimal. A few soft lights would certainly add to the effect.

Sound
Depending on the auditorium. If it is before a smallish congregation, it would probably be preferable to have no mikes.

Set
A few partitions to make the walls of a room.


A signpost with Jerusalem written on it


A signpost with Emmaus written on it (pointing the opposite way)
Script

Cleopas and his companion walk through the audience towards the front.

Cleopas is sullen and deeply emotional. His companion is more fiery and extraverted.

Narrator
And on Sunday, two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles out of Jerusalem

Comp.
I’ll tell you something Cleopas, I can’t get far enough away from the place now. What, with the Roman soldiers crawling around and that earthquake! Everyone’s fearful and confused…..what’s gonna happen next? I just want out.

Cleopas
It reeks of death and sorrow.

Comp.
It was just the most bloody and brutal and, and shocking thing I have ever seen. How could anyone want Jesus dead?

Cleopas
He was a threat I suppose. (sighs)
Comp.
(Grabbing Cleopas by the arm and stopping him from walking) But how could they condemn the man? He dealt justly and with kindness.


(Getting carried away with his reverie) You know, when I was with Him, I felt like, like……

Cleopas
Like you belonged. Like everything was going to be alright after all. As though…..

Comp.
As though you were really known, totally accepted! His gaze penetrated my false front and even though he seemed to be able to see all the parts I’d rather hide, yet He loved me.

Cleopas
Yeh. (Both are caught up in the reverie for a few moments)

Comp.
(Angrily snapping out of reverie) But what about that pack of blood-thirsty vultures at his trial!

Cleopas
They were clutching at straws, any excuse they could find. 

They begin walking again

Comp.
You know, I was there just recently when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead! Phew, that was something! But now, every time I close my eyes, all I see is Jesus’ lifeless, mutilated body slumped on that cross.

Cleopas
And now some women reckon Jesus is alive.

Comp.
Wishful thinking! Jesus was well and truly dead last I saw.

Cleopas
It just seems strange that our friends couldn’t find His body in the tomb.

Comp.
To me, the whole thing’s madness. His body was probably stolen or something. Better just to accept the fact that He’s dead and gone. Let’s try to get our lives back to normal again.

Jesus enters on the discussion from another entrance

Jesus
You seem to be in a deep discussion about something. What are you so concerned about?

Cleopas and his companion stop and hang their heads sullenly

Cleopas
You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about the terrible things that happened there last week.

Jesus
What things?

Comp.
The things that happened to Jesus, the Man from Nazareth.

Cleopas
He was a Prophet who did incredible miracles and was a mighty Teacher, highly regarded by both God and man. But the chief priests and our religious leaders arrested him and handed him over to the Roman government to be condemned to death, and they crucified him. We had thought he was the glorious Messiah and that he had come to rescue Israel. (Cleopas walks away for a moment to get his emotions under control) 

Comp.
And now, besides all this – which happened three days ago – some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this morning and came back with an amazing report that his body was missing, and that they had seen some angels there who told them Jesus is alive! Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, Jesus’ body was gone, just as the women had said. 

Jesus
You are such foolish, foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the prophets wrote in the Scriptures! Wasn’t it clearly predicted by the prophets that the Messiah would have to suffer all these things before entering his time of glory?

Comp.
You mean it’s all part of God’s plan? Surely not!

Jesus
Let me explain. What festival has just been celebrated in Jerusalem?

Cleopas
The Passover. It’s been celebrated since the Hebrews left Egypt with Moses….but how is that important?

The 3 are near the front with backs turned to audience. They freeze as the narrator speaks.

Narrator
And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, the stranger explained to them the things concerning Jesus in all the Scriptures.

As if for the first time, they understood the significance of the Passover lamb, whose shed blood protected the Hebrews in Egypt.

The stranger also explained that the yearly sin sacrifice of a perfect lamb  pointed to a time when a far greater sacrifice would be made. Jesus, The Lamb of God, would take the death punishment for our sins. And with sin dealt with once and for all, the way was open for people to be restored to God.

The words of the Old Testament prophets suddenly came alive to Cleopas and his companion as the stranger quoted them passage after passage of Scripture that predicted the Messiah’s suffering:


But He was pierced through for our transgressions,


He was crushed for our iniquities;


The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,


And by His scourging we are healed.

They begin to speak audibly again

Comp.
Jesus death has brought us life……what a price God paid!

Jesus goes to walk on and Cleopas stops Him.

Cleopas
Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.

Jesus
Thankyou

They enter the house and sit down. Jesus picks up a loaf of bread.

Jesus

Our Father in heaven, for that which you have given, we give thanks. 

Jesus breaks the bread and as he does so, Cleopas and his companion recognise Jesus.

Comp.
Jesus! (stands up and extends arms toward Jesus)

Cleopas
My Lord! (similarly stands in awe)

At this stage the audience is blocked by Cleopas and his companion from seeing Jesus. Jesus then exits through a small gap in the partitions, unnoticed.

Cleopas
He’s gone!

Comp.
But our hope has returned! Jesus is alive, even death can’t hold Him!

Cleopas
Didn’t our hearts feel strangely warm as he talked with us and explained the Scriptures during our walk down the road?

Comp.
Absolutely!

Cleopas
We must go back to Jerusalem and tell them what has happened.

Cleopas and his companion excitedly leave through the audience. If appropriate, they can interact with some of them, telling them that Jesus is risen, and that Jesus has saved them from their sins.
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