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The Ultimate Price

By Nigel Camac

Message
Why did Jesus have to die?

Bible ref.
Romans 5: 6-10

Time

Approximately 45 minutes

Cast

Jack






Hayden





Father



Son






Attendant

 



Judge



David



Prosecutor



Ruth



Teacher



Cameron



Big Brad



Greg



Gordon



Various police officers (at least 3)


* With the exception of Jack and Hayden, (who are used throughout the play) an actor could take on multiple parts. Thus an actor could be the Father in Scene 2, the Teacher in Scene 6 and a police officer in Scene 8. This is useful if numbers are limited.




Set
Of the 9 scenes, only 4 require any set. These 4 scenes could be constructed quite elaborately, or more realistically it could be kept simple. This decision is largely up to the producer setting realistic expectations for what time, money and talent permit. Finally, it would be handy to have a stage curtain, so while Jack and Hayden are talking, the set can be changed.

Costumes
Judge outfit for Scene 4


Teacher’s gown for Scene 6


Bloodied garments for Scene 8


Police outfit(s) for Scene 8

Sound
Trains and railroad noise for Scene 2


Sound of grinding cogs for Scene 2


Sirens and shouting for Scene 8   







Song to be played at the end

Lighting
Roving spot

Soft light to illuminate the rear of the stage

Possibly a red light to signify danger and guilt in Scene 8

Props

Bible

Gavel and paperwork for Scene 4

Desks and chairs

Phone

Whiteboard

List of rules

Knife (bendy plastic, yet realistic)

Handcuffs

Last word
This play is a dramatisation of stories that have been moving around Christian circles for a long time. As such, I hereby acknowledge that the 4 principle stories within this play are not of my own construction, and the work of this play is an attempt to bring these stories to life.

Scene 1

DSC – The curtain is still drawn on the stage and Jack is standing in front of it. He is highlighted by a single spotlight and is just concluding his personal testimony with his bible in hand.

Jack
So yeh, I saw for the first time that Jesus died……for me! And he died for you as well.

Hayden
(Standing up in the crowd) What?

Jack
(Smiling) A question Hayden?

Hayden
So someone dies a long time ago. What does it prove? Fair stretch to say he died for YOU.

Jack
Hey, I reckon I understand where you’re at. I didn’t grasp it for ages. (He scratches his chin) How can I better explain it? (He paces back and forth, obviously deep in thought) Come down, I wanna show you what I see.

Hayden
What, you gonna make me see the light!

Jack
Well maybe not, but I’m gonna pray that you do, and I’ll be praying for you others as well. (Hayden has come up next to Jack by this time)

(Here Jack prays for everyone gathered).

Jack
(Addressing Hayden) There was once a railway worker that took his son to work with him, to show him the ropes. He was looking forward to it. You see, they had planned to do this for a long time. Just watch what happened that day.

(Jack and Hayden retreat into the shadows at the edge of the stage and there is darkness)

Scene 2

A signal tower that overlooks the railway is DSL. CS are a series of cogs that drive various mechanical mechanisms. Father and son enter stage from USR and make their way around the cogs as they head for the signal tower.

Father

There is so much to show you today Tim.

Son
Should be great. How many trains will come by?

Father
Plenty (Patting his son on the back)  There’s one due in a few minutes, and then, if you’re lucky, you’ll see two at the same time…going in opposite directions!

Son
Wow Dad! (They reach the tower and both climb up)

Father
Look Tim, here comes the 9:40 express.

Son
Man is that moving! (They both look out at the audience as if seeing a train and in unison track it with their eyes until it is obviously out of sight.)

Father
You’ve got some time now and I’ve got some work to do. How about you check out the place a bit – but for goodness sakes, keep away from the tracks!

Son
Thanks Dad, I’ll be careful. (He climbs down from the tower and walks toward the audience. He keeps looking back at the signal tower and finally his father sees and calls out)

Father
Not near the tracks Tim! 

Son
OK Dad. (He saunters off to look around the yard and is intrigued by the cogs – eventually climbing down into them).

Father
Tim, come quickly. The two trains are due here shortly. (He peers around the yard looking for him)

You’ll miss out on pulling the lever to change the tracks! Oh well. (He puts his hands on a big lever and glances around once more – his eyes fixing in horror on the cogs)


Tim, get out! Tim wake up! Tim! Oh Tim, Tim! I gotta pull the lever, or the trains will collide! (He is frantic and begins rushing around the tower and looking between the tracks and the cogs)

No time! (He looks with horror at the two trains coming in opposite directions.) It’s either all those people aboard the train…

Father
(He looks toward the trains) …or it’s my son! (He grabs the lever and, weeping pulls it)

(Blood-curdling screams come from the cogs and he resignedly watches the two trains go by without danger)

Father
My son, my dear son! (He breaks down weeping)

Curtain

Scene 3

Jack and Hayden remain DSR and have a single spot on them.

Hayden
Wow! That was heavy stuff. But how does that relate to Jesus dying?

Jack
Well, firstly, it’s just a story, but there’s certainly one point worth making. Lots of people were headed for tragedy if the father didn’t sacrifice the life of his son. In the same way, God’s Son, Jesus, died so that we wouldn’t meet with eternal destruction.

Hayden
Yeh, fair enough. But if God is so powerful, why couldn’t he just save us without Jesus dying?

Jack
Top question. You’re obviously thinking this through. You see, it’s like this, our wrongdoing can’t just be ignored or covered up. Maybe the next story will help you understand. It’s called “The trial of the judge”.

Spot off

Scene 4

The curtains open on a courtroom scene. CSR is the magistrates bench and the plaintiff and defendant occupy CS. The private quarters of the judge are DSL – partitioned off from the rest of the stage.

The judge leaves his chambers and walks toward the bench.

Attendant
All rise! (Everyone in the court stands up)

The judge reaches his seat, but before sitting he surveys the court – and his eyes fix immovable on the defendant.

Judge
(leaning forward toward the defendant) David? Is that you?

David

Yes……your honor. (He averts his gaze, shamefacedly)

The judge shakes himself out of his reverie and attends to the paperwork on his desk. He finally sits down and the rest of the court proceed to sit

Judge

What charges are made against……the defendant.

Prosecutor
Your honor, the state holds that the defendant failed to adhere to the most basic of road rules on the evening of March 17 of this year. He was subsequently fined and it is the payment of this fine that is in dispute today.

Lights dim and spot again on Jack and Hayden. Court room cast freeze during the following conversation.

Jack
No point in going over the whole case. Suffice to say that the defendant was proved guilty and it came time for the judge to …….well make a judgement.

Hayden
Pretty hard when the guy in the hot seat is a mate!

Jack
That’s it.

Spot off and lights brighten again in court

Judge
The court will take a short recess, resuming at (he looks at his watch) 1:15.

Attendant
All rise (They all rise)

The judge leaves the bench and retires to his chamber. Meanwhile the court parties mingle, but David just sits with his head in his hands.

Judge
(monologue – to audience) In all my days, I’ve never been faced with such a dilemma. I was simply astonished to see David there. David my dear friend from childhood. Ah, how the memories flooded back! We did it all together – spent every hour of the holidays in each other’s pocket, sat together at school and even defended each other on the playground! We swore we’d watch each others back, no matter what.

Judge
(Getting angry) And now I’m in a bind! How can I show loyalty and mateship to this friend from so long ago without betraying my profession? Yes, yes! (He throws his wig on the floor) Justice MUST be blind – I can’t give him special treatment……..but woe is me to have to punish one that I hold so dear. (He throws himself down at his desk and holds his head in his hands)

(A while later)

Judge
I have it! (He madly writes on a piece of paper, adds his seal and signature and puts it in an envelope)

Judge
(picking up the phone) Ruth can you come in please?

Ruth
(as she enters) Yes, Your Honor?

Judge
Would you mind delivering this to the Registrar?

Ruth
I’ll do it at once Your Honor. (She takes the letter and leaves)

The judge looks much more content now and returns to the courtroom

Attendant
All rise! (The court stands)

The judge sits down and the court then sit

Judge
The defendant shall rise (He does so but looks at the floor)

Judge
In the present case of The State versus D. Holmer, you have acknowledged your guilt in the matter of dangerous driving, which I may say is beyond doubt. You have further accepted that you have not met your debts in regard to the subsequent police fine of March 17 of this year. It is the judgement of the court therefore, that you repay all monies owing and that further, you meet all court costs in relation to this matter.

The judge takes off his wig, to the gasps of everyone in the court

Judge
David, judgement has been rightly served, but because of our past friendship, your debt has been cleared.

Prosecutor for The State stands up astonished and is about to speak.

Judge
(Raising his hand to silence him) I’m not through…..David, your debt is cleared because I have already personally paid the debt.

The court are struck dumb in disbelief. David is beaming.

Judge
That is all. (Nods to the attendant)

Attendant
All rise!

Judge
David, do you have time for lunch?

David
Yeh!

Judge
(To attendant) I give permission for the defendant to follow me to my chambers.

Attendant
As you wish.

Curtain

Scene 5

Jack and Hayden remain DSR and have a single spot on them.

Hayden
Are you saying that God is like that judge?

Jack
That’s it! God had a similar dilemma : to judge to his high standard – yet his heart was full of love for those whom he judged guilty.

Hayden
Judged guilty?

Jack
Well, God proved our guilt by bringing in the law. It was the law that pointed the finger at us and there’s no denying that we just couldn’t live by it.

Hayden
And the result was?

Jack
Well, the law just proved that we needed God to intervene for us. Like the judge in the story, God loved us enough that he was willing to pay the price of the judgement against us.

Hayden
I think I’m beginning to see.

Jack
Well, let’s check out this next piece; it should make it clearer still. It’s called “Class conduct”

Spot off

Scene 6

Curtain opens on teacher DSC. He is dressed conservatively and there are props around to make it look like a classroom. There is a whiteboard, a few tables and chairs etc. The entire stage is dark during the course of the monologue, (accept for one spot on the teacher). On occasion throughout his speech, soft light illuminates a section of the stage to show in a still-frame what he is talking about, as though we are privvy to his memory.

Teacher
(Monologe to the audience) The day I first walked into the classroom is a moment I will not soon forget! To say that it was in dis-array would be a laughable understatement.


(Soft light on a section of stage where desks are turned over and general mess)

Desks were turned over, there was shouting and screaming….holes in the walls….foul language.


Truth is, no-one was happy and I think I came right at the opportune time. They’d had enough and were prepared to at least give something a go….anything to make it more bearable.


It took time – changes don’t happen overnight in such an environment. I just stuck right at it, and to their credit, they put in an effort as well.


(Soft light on a big list of rules that are being pinned up) They embraced the codes of conduct that I placed next to the blackboard. Like any set of rules, they really spelled things out and the punishment for disobedience was clear.


Getting the cane was harsh, but all agreed that the punishment fitted the crime. Well, it wasn’t all smooth sailing. A fair bit of punishment was handed out in those early days. Yet as time went on, the cane was seen less and less.


But, there was one day late in November of that year that stands out above all the rest. One of the rules had been broken…..the first for weeks. Anyhow, I had a dilemma on my hands.

(Soft light on a shame-faced and vulnerable looking boy)  You see Cameron was a great little guy, but he was a little slow and somewhat isolated from the rest of the class.

Yes, he’d broken the code. And yes, he certainly knew it. But oh! He was so fragile. He had tried so hard but he had slipped up. Yes, he was just a sensitive lad and I knew from his history that the punishment could really….I mean really send him for six.


Well by now the class were dead silent. They were watching the situation and I guess they were wondering just what I would do. How could I cut this boy some slack without destroying the class code that had brought so much order? You see, if I let young Cameron get away with it, then the code would always be twisted and bent to suit the individual. My kindness would weaken our set of rules and I could see that eventually the code would become utterly useless. (In a child’s voice) “Oh but you didn’t punish so and so………” Hmmm, it was a real tricky one for me.


I felt a bead of sweat run down my temple. I coughed to try and buy some time….

(Soft light on a big, strong lad) 

…and it was just then that Big Brad – the toughest guy in class – came marching down the isle towards me. “Yes Brad?” I said, thankful for the interruption.


“Teach” he said, “I’ll take that punishment”. (He pauses and just stares out into the audience for a time to let it sink in) “I’ll take that punishment” (He breathes out slowly in relief) I don’t believe I have ever heard sweeter words in all my years of teaching.


The punishment was carried out and, funnily enough, young Cameron and Big Brad have been best friends since.

The dilemma was over! Brad’s sacrifice allowed me to show consideration for Cameron while still keeping the class rules. To this day, I don’t know what I would have done if Brad had not offered to take the punishment himself.

Curtain

Scene 7

Jack and Hayden remain DSR and have a single spot on them.

Hayden
Once again, the guilty one gets off the hook!

Jack
Yep. That’s the good news in a nutshell.

Hayden
Well, I’m not guilty. I’ve never stolen or been done for dangerous driving.

Jack
In God’s eyes, we’re all guilty. Bible says we’ve all sinned: you know, done our own thing, ignored his commands….you understand?

Hayden
(thoughtfully) Yeh…..fair enough.

Jack
Our guilt was obvious and our punishment was certain. But you know, just at the right time, Jesus was willing to suffer in our place. Kinda like Big Brad did in the story.

Noise off stage and around the theatre of sirens and shouting

Hayden
What’s that?

Jack
(Shouting over noise) Wait and see!

Spot off

Scene 8

Curtain is still closed. Sirens are heard, flashing lights and shouting. 

Man dressed in bloodied clothes is running around the audience franticall. He is carrying a knife.

Greg
Help me! I gotta get away! I did it…..I was angry and it was stupid. And now he’s dead..DEAD did you hear. Cold on the pavement! I’ll get life for this….maybe even execution.

Curtain slowly opens, revealing a house. There is no wall facing the audience so we can see inside.

Greg

I’ll go to my brother. He’ll know what to do.

Gordon
(Emerging from the front door to see what all the commotion is) Greg, is that you? 

Greg
Gordon help me! I’ve done wrong, just killed a man…..hide me quick!

They go inside

Gordon
Take that gear off, it’s covered in blood. And for goodness sakes, put that knife down. (He walks out the front again and stoops down, putting his finger in a drop of blood. He snifs it and shakes his head)

(Talking to himself) There’s no hope, trail will lead them right to us!

Meanwhile Greg has finished changing and has hidden in a back room (off-stage)

Gordon
You stay hiding Greg! (He grabs the bloodied garments and having removed his own gear, he begins putting them on. He then picks up the knife)

Shortly after the siren noise grows to a deafening pitch and police officers begin to converge on the stage from all angles, including those that have made their way through the audience.

A policeman follows the  trail to the door and indicates the house to the other police officers. A few police smash the door in and are met by Gordon, dressed in his brother’s bloodied clothes.

Police
There you are! The law has you at last! You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say, can and will be used against you in a court of law…..understand?

Gordon
Yes, I understand completely.

Greg
(Coming out of hiding) But, but officer, you can’t arrest that man……

Police
Be quiet!


(And to Gordon) It’ll likely be the gallows for you!

They march Gordon off handcuffed. He is treated roughly and trips a number of times as they walk across the stage, leaving at CSR.

Greg
What have I done? I’m the guilty one! (He breaks down and cries)

Curtain

Scene 9

Jack and Hayden remain DSR and have a single spot on them.

Hayden
Serious case of brotherly love!

Jack
Indeed it is. You know, God paid a heavy price for our wrongdoing too.

Hayden
(nodding) Yeh.

Jack
You see, Jesus allowed himself to die for us who have only proven ourselves to be utterly filthy and sinful. A little like how Gordon was willing to take the punishment for his brother.

Hayden
I can see that.

Jack
Jesus died with our guilt, he died in our place – the innocent for the guilty. God’s judgement for our sin is dealt with and the great news is that Jesus rose from the dead and by accepting Him as Lord and Saviour, we too can know God and spend forever with Him.

Hayden
My eyes have been opened you know.

Jack
Great! Hey let’s finish up with a song. The words really speak about what you have seen today.

Song
David Meece : “We are the reason”

(Only use with permission, or use a song with a similar theme)

Invitation
John 3:16

Close 
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