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Who is that child?
A radio play by Nigel Camac
General
Each scene begins with a typical family in the 1940s but this section could easily be omitted. This would be particularly necessary if this radio play were performed just for radio as opposed to a live play. If omitted, each scene will begin at the radio jingle.


The rest of my introductory comments shall assume the family setting is included.
Time
Each part will run for approximately 5 minutes. If performed as a play, the 3 scenes could be run separately at key moments during an evening or service.
Scenes

Scene 1
Travellers travail



Scene 2
Shocked shepherds



Scene 3
Wandering wise
Cast 

Mother and Father and their children


Voice 1


Voice 2


Voice 3

Voice 4


2 Chorus girls



Involvement with a larger choir in Part 2
Costumes
All actors to be dressed in 1940s gear

Set/Props
Section of stage to be set up like an old radio room. This could include old advertisement posters on the wall, a desk, a number of old microphones, an old instrument panel etc.


In front of the stage is a section set up like a 1940s lounge room. Central to this set is an old radio-gram. There is also a Christmas tree and a sofa.
Music
A musical jingle for a fictitious radio station will need to be devised.


An additional Soft Sheen Cream jingle will need to be devised.


Carol singing – as of an angelic choir in scene 2. 
Sounds
Scene 1 : Travellers travail

Door slamming and being locked

Donkey noises

Spoon rattling in a cup


Time ticking

Knocking on a door



Cow, sheep and chooks

Cup sound slamming down


Female scream

Crashing sound



Baby crying

Keys jangling and door creaking open
Door opening and closing

Female whimpering



Footsteps

Scene 2 : Shocked shepherds

Thunderous drum roll


Cymbals crashing

Soft bleating of sheep


Scene 3 : Wandering wise

Sorting of papers


Knocking on a door


Keys jangling, door opening


Footsteps hurrying off
Final note
The 3 nostalgic advertising spots were taken directly from a 1940s radio show, thus I hereby declare that these adverts were not of my own inspiration. I have altered the product names and some of the wording for the first two products and have approval from Bushells Tea to use the third advertisement.
Scene 1 : Travellers travail
Cast


1940s family




2 Chorus girls

Voice 1 (Innkeeper and assist with sounds *)




Voice 2 (Advertising and Sounds)



Voice 3 (Joseph)



Voice 4 (Presenter and Visitor and assist with sounds #)

* In 2 places, Voice 1 can assist with the sounds. These places have *
# In 2 places, Voice 4 can assist with the sounds.  These places have #
Spot on the ground in front of the stage. The focal point is an old radio-gram around which 2 children in dressing gowns are sitting and playing. The parents, a little further back, are sitting on a sofa, watching them. The father looks at his watch and goes over to the radio-gram and switches it on.
A second  spot illuminates the radio room.

[Radio station jingle by 2 chorus girls around an old style microphone]
Father settles the kids down and the whole family listen intently. During the advertisement, the spot on the family dwindles, until the audience’s full attention is on the radio room.

Presenter
Just before we continue our Christmas story, let’s hear from a sponsor of this station.
Advertising
Hallwells original salts is confidently recommended to the afflicted as an infallible remedy for the following diseases: cramps, pains in the  joints, sore throat, rheumatisms, cuts, bruises, sprains, pains in the back or side, headaches, bites from insects or reptiles, dysentery, consumption, bronchitis and purifying the blood, plus dozens of ailments too horrible to mention. Ladies and gentlemen, it costs only 25 pence for one bottle, and as an added inducement for your health, ladies and gentlemen, we offer you 2 bottles for only 40 pence. Buy Hallwells original salts today, and think of the money and suffering you will save.
Presenter
And so we turn to the innkeeper in Bethlehem that night. His day had been constantly interrupted by desperate visitors, all harassing him for lodgings.  Even as the sun dipped below the horizon, they continued to stream in and his nerves began to fray……..
Innkeeper
(Aggravated) Yes, what is it?

Visitor
Please mister, can I have a room?

Innkeeper
(Like Basil Faulty) No! Can’t you read the sign? It says NO VACANCY!
Visitor
Uuhh. Well then, no need to get angry.

Innkeeper
(Calling after visitor sarcastically) Good luck then, you’ll need it. 

Sounds
{Door slamming and being locked}

Innkeeper
Now, where’s that kosher coffee?
Sounds
{Spoon rattling in a cup}

Innkeeper
(In relaxation) Ahhhhhh.
Sounds
{Loud knocking}

Innkeeper
(Groaning} Leave me alone.
Sounds
{Persistent loud knocking}

Innkeeper
(Exasperated) What now? All right, all right. 
Sounds
{Cup slammed down}

Presenter
A national census is a great boon to the hospitality industry.  In his prosperity, a few extra kilos on the old innkeeper makes getting up from the old recliner a bit more of a challenge these days.

Innkeeper
{Sounds of struggling to get up … during Presenter’s dialogue above}

Sounds
{Crashing to the floor}
Presenter
Maybe Hallwells original salts can cure weight problems also.
Innkeeper
(Relieved) Phew. I’m on my way.
Sounds
{Sound of keys jangling and door creaking open}

Innkeeper
(Annoyed) What is it?

Joseph
I know the hour is late….

Sounds
{Female whimpering}

Innkeeper
Yes, yes, I’ve heard it all before…..
Sounds
{Louder female whimpering}

Innkeeper
(Suddenly concerned) Is she alright?

Joseph
It’s her time.
Innkeeper
Her time?

Joseph
Yes, you know…. the bun’s been in the oven long enough.

Innkeeper
So, you’re a baker! As it turns out, I could use some bread rolls…..

Joseph
(Exasperated) No, you misunderstand……we’re expecting!

Innkeeper
(Offended) I bet you are! Just like everyone else, expecting me to do this, expecting me to do that. I’ve only so many rooms and a whole wagon load of your bread won’t be buying my pillow tonight.

Joseph
(Firmly) My wife is pregnant and about to give birth. Please help us!
Innkeeper
(Weakly) What am I to do?
Joseph
Oh put us up anywhere! Show some kindness!

Sounds
{More female whimpering}

{Donkey noises}#
Innkeeper
I need time to think.
Sounds
{Time ticking}

Innkeeper
I tell you what I’ll do. You can use the stable out the back, it’s dry enough and all. But you’ll be sharing it with Matilda, Betsy and Daisy.

Joseph
Three midwives, fabulous!

Innkeeper
Matilda and Betsy are my sheep, and Daisy is the family cow. Oh yes, and there’s a half duz chooks. Should be…. cozy.
Presenter
And later that night……….

Sounds
{Cow, sheep and chooks}* #
Joseph
Keep going Mary, PUSH!
Sounds
{Female scream / Baby crying*}

Joseph
(Exultant) He’s born! Our newborn son.

Sounds
{Door opening}

Innkeeper
What’s the commotion? Is everything ok in here?

Joseph
Yes sir. My wife just had our son.

Innkeeper
Have you picked a name for the lad yet?

Joseph
The name’s was picked….ages ago. It’s Jesus.

Innkeeper
Jesus ey? Goodnight then.

Sounds
{Door closing}

{Footsteps leaving … continue through innkeepers next line}

Innkeeper
(Musing) What hope is there for a child who starts off life in a stable? What will he ever amount to?

{Yawn}

 (Musing) My own stable, a maternity ward! I wonder if the rating for my inn will get an extra star?
Sounds
{More footsteps, then suddenly stopping}

Innkeeper
(Incredulous) Hang on, what’s that in the sky? 
Presenter
And indeed there was a new star that shone in the bleak night, glistening like a jewel over Bethlehem. It signaled the arrival of a baby, born in a dirty cow shed and lying in a feeding trough.
[Spot off]
Scene 2 : Shocked Shepherds

Cast

1940s family




2 Chorus girls



Voice 1 (Mark the shepherd)



Voice 2 (Joe the shepherd)



Voice 3 (Advertising and Sounds)



Voice 4 (Presenter)



Choir

Spot once again upon the family lounge room. The children are playing on the floor. Father once again goes up to the radio-gram and turns it on.
A second  spot illuminates the radio room.

[Radio station jingle by 2 chorus girls around an old style microphone]

Father settles the kids down and the whole family listen intently. During the advertisement, the spot on the family dwindles, until the audience’s full attention is on the radio room.

Presenter
And now a word from our sponsor, before we continue with our Bethlehem series.

2 chorus girls
{Dream girl, dream girl, beautiful Soft Sheen Cream girl}
Advertising
Tonight, yes tonight, show him how much lovelier your hair could look after a Soft Sheen Cream shampoo. Soft Sheen Cream, world’s finest shampoo. No other shampoo in the world has this magic blend of secret ingredients plus gentle lanolin. Not a soap, not a liquid, Soft Sheen Cream leaves hair 3 ways lovelier: fragrantly clean, free of loose dandruff and glistening with sheen.
Soft, manageable, even in the hardest water,  Soft Sheen Cream lathers instantly. No special rinse needed after a Soft Sheen Cream shampoo. So gentle, Soft Sheen Cream is wonderful even with children’s hair. Tonight, yes tonight, try Soft Sheen Cream shampoo. 
2 chorus girls
{Dream girl, dream girl, beautiful Soft Sheen Cream girl}
Presenter
And so we turn to the shepherds. Maybe you can picture them, crook in hand, ever alert for the prowling wolves that move under the cover of darkness….
Mark and Joe
{Loud snoring}

Presenter
(Apologetically) Oh well, shepherd’s are human too.


(Resuming story) So there they are, minding their ….sleep, when ….
Sounds
{Thunderous drum roll}

Mark
(Groggily) Wha? What’s going on? Hey Joe, wake up!

Joe
(Startled) What’s up? What is it? Hey (Long pause) it’s morning alreadies! I slept like a log!

Mark
(Quaking) No, look!
Choir
{Soft choral singing begins}

Joe
What is it? It’s hurting my eyes!
Mark
(Terrified) It’s some sort of being! We’re gonna die!
Chorus girl 1
{Angel}Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.
Mark
Wow, it’s a messenger from heaven.

Joe
With the strangest news.
Sounds
{Louder thunderous drum}

Mark and Joe
Aaaaaahhhhhh!

Choir
{Choral singing becomes even louder}

Mark
Look! Now there’s thousands of ‘em! 
Joe
They’re everywhere!
2 chorus girls
{Angels}Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.
{Choral singing ends}

Sounds
{Cymbals crash}
Mark
Hey, where’d they go?

Joe
Dunno.

Sounds
{Bleating of sheep continues softly till presenter’s last speech}

Joe
But why’d they come to us? We is just common folk, nothing spesh.

Mark
This news is for all people. In short, you and me is in that category.
Joe
And this Saviour, this youngin’……

Mark
Yeh?

Joe
Wrapped up in cloths…and lying in a manger! Even we was borned in better conditions, and we is just lowly shepherds. I’d have thought the Saviour’d at least get a private room in the local hospital.

Mark
Yeh, I reckon. How ‘bout we head over there and have a gawk for ourselves.
Presenter
And so they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby, who was lying in the manger. They left glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which was just as they had been told. And from that moment on, these shepherds became messengers; announcing to anyone who would listen that the Saviour of all people had come. Some greeted the news with joy, others with contempt, but all had to decide, “Who is that child?”
[Spot off]
Scene 3 : Wandering Wise
Cast
1940s family


2 chorus girls


Voice 1 (Innkeeper / Advertising)
Voice 2 (King 1 / Sounds)


Voice 3 (King 2)


Voice 4 (King 3 / Presenter)
Spot on the lounge room, in which the family are sitting around the radio-gram .The father, once again looks at his watch and goes over to the radio-gram and switches it on. But this time nothing happens. He looks blankly and scratches his head, then checks the lead and scratches his head again. He suddenly has an idea and bangs the side of the unit with his fist. Immediately there is sound and he returns to his seat. The rest of the family seem relieved.

A second spot illuminates the radio room.

[The 2 girls are just singing the last bars of the radio jingle] Whole jingle is sung if family setting is omitted
Father settles the kids down and the whole family listen intently. During the advertisement, the spot on the family dwindles, until the audience’s full attention is on the radio room.

Chorus girl 1
{Child’s voice} Mother, is Bushells Tea the best tea in the whole world?
Chorus girl 2
{Mother’s voice} Well, your father says so, and your father knows best.

Advertising
Bushells Tea: the tea that is bought and enjoyed by more people than any other brand. Bushells Tea: always good to the last drop. 

Presenter
And now for the final episode in our Bethlehem series we join 3 travellers from distant lands who have made something of a pilgrimage.
King 1
(Humoured) We’re likely to get stripped of our title over this endeavour. 

King 3
How do you mean?

King 1
To many we are known as wise men. And, well……
King 2
I believe I follow your line of reasoning. People have observed that we are in the process of following a star, leaving our own lands in the hope of finding the one who has been born, king of the Jews.
King 1
Precisely. To some, it would appear….. irrational.

King 3
We’re certainly thinking outside the square when it comes to conventional wisdom.
King 2
I can see the dim glow of a township on the horizon. Where exactly are we?
King 1
I’ll check on our G.P.S.
King 2
G.P.S.?

King 1
You know, our Geographical Position Sheet.

King 2
Our what?
King 3
(Annoyed) He means our map.

King 1
Well yeh, if you want to get all technical.
King 2
Well, get on with it then.

Sounds
{Sorting of papers}

King 1
I believe we’re approaching Bethlehem.

King 3
And the star, the new star seems to be now fixed above it. And look how it shines!

King 2
Let us away. We may even find the one we seek this very night.
Sounds
{Knocking on a door}

Innkeeper
What now!? Will they never let up!? Hold on, hold on.

Sounds
{Keys jangling and door opening}

Innkeeper
I’m sorry to say, but there’s no….
Presenter
And there the innkeeper stopped mid-sentence and stared goggle-eyed at the three strangely clad foreigners on his door-step.

Innkeeper
(Talking slowly and loudly to aid comprehension) Can I help you? What can I do for you gentlemen?

King 2
We have come to worship the newborn babe, the king of the Jews.

Innkeeper
The king of the …(he laughs). Worship (more laughter)
King 2
Well, can you help us?

Innkeeper
Well, funnily enough there was a baby born in my stable last night. Not a royal baby, oh no! I can pick royalty a mile off!
King 2
Where can we find Him?

Innkeeper
(Ignoring him) Been quite a rucus really. What, with the rushed birth, and those shepherds turning up out of the blue.

King 2
(Pleading) Please, where is He now?

Innkeeper
In the stable ‘round back, but you should go to Jerusalem or something, if it’s a king your after…
Sounds
{Footsteps hurrying off}

Innkeeper
Hey, where you going?

Presenter
And so at last the wise men came to the end of their journey. On seeing the child, they bowed low to the floor and worshipped. And they presented Him with gifts of Gold and Frankincense and Myrrh.  
2 chorus girls
[Radio station jingle by 2 chorus girls around an old style microphone]
Presenter
And that completes our Bethlehem series for this festive season. What do you make of this child born so long ago? Is He just an interesting historical figure; remembered as we decorate our Christmas tree, and just as quickly packed away come January? Or could this man really be the Saviour of the world? (Lengthy contemplative pause) Who was that child?
[Spot off}
PAGE  
www.christiandrama.weebly.com

